Environmental and coastal planning and development

BRETAGGNE ATLaNTIQuEe

SURIMI

METALLIC ION SENSORS ADAPTED TO ANY
ENVIRONMENT

Metallic elements are naturally present in oceans, freshwater
and biota from the Arctic to the Antarctic. Levels of these metals
are measured for environmental monitoring of water,
biogeochemical research into hydrothermal sites and assessing
the potential impact of the industrial mining of sulphur-rich
sites.

Methods have been developed for gauging the levels of metallic
elements, but the majority of analyses have been lab-based. The
samples of data provided are accurate but low on spatial and
temporal resolution.

The SURIMI project will develop multi-metallic element sensors
capable of carrying out analyses from the lab to the toughest
conditions, such as abyssal zones and polar seas. The sensors
will be used to monitor freshwater pollution involving Cd, Hg, Pb
and Ni, and to develop a rapid subsea assessment of
concentrations of Ni, Cu, Zn and Hg in the water.

A commercial product should be ready for launch at the end of
the project.
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