
SYNBIOS
 
UNDERSTANDING OCEAN DYNAMICS AROUND
THE CONTINENTAL SLOPE
 

The continental slope is a key transition zone between the
shallow coastal shelf (50-200 metres) and the waters of the open
ocean (1,500-4,000 metres). Several processes occur in this
zone, which are both dynamic – such as accelerating currents
that produce eddies – and biological, such as nutrient and
biomass exchange. 

The SYNBIOS fundamental research project involves conducting
experiments to obtain high-resolution data. The data will be used
to observe and understand these dynamic phenomena which
occur close to the continental slope, especially along its steep
gradients, and which control biological activity and exchange
processes. 

The theoretical research will be applied to two specific coastal
zones: the east Mediterranean along the Libyan/Egyptian coast
and the west Arabian Sea along the Omani coast. Recent survey
data are available for these locations. 
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