
PERLE
 
TOWARDS THE SUSTAINABLE REINTRODUCTION
OF THE FLAT OYSTER
 

PERLE emerged from closer collaboration between
professionals and scientists in the shellfish-farming
sector. The project was designed to enhance
knowledge of the flat oyster in Brittany and Pays de la
Loire, with a view to examining the feasibility of re-
seeding valuable spawning adults in Brest Bay,
where shellfish farmers have their flat-oyster larvae
catchment area.

As a result of the PERLE project, significant progress
has been achieved in studying the feasibility of
restoring natural beds of flat oysters. Ecological
research has pinpointed the substrates and
techniques that favour restoration. Repopulation
strategies vary depending on the sites targeted. The
particular efforts made in Brest Bay will make it
possible to determine a general methodology which
can be used as the basis for localised action and
adapted to the specific characteristics of each site.

Work will need to continue on the selection process
for producing the family of genes of interest for
operational reconstitution of the beds, involving, in
particular, the acquisition of a controlled-environment
production tool that is adapted as required.
Knowledge also needs to be improved of the deposits
on the two catchment sites exploited by flat-oyster
producers.

Spin offs and future developments

5 jobs created
5 scientific publications
6 papers and presentations at scientific
symposiums

 Partners 
 
Companies

CRC Bretagne Nord, Morlaix [Project
Developer]
CRC Pays de la Loire, Bouin

Research centers

Ifremer, Argenton
Ifremer, La Tremblade
Station Biologique de Roscoff, UMR 7144,
Roscoff
UBO, Brest

Other partner

SMIDAP, Nantes

 
 Funders 
 
- Fonds Européen pour la Pêche
- France Agrimer
- Conseil régional de Bretagne
- Conseil régional des Pays de la Loire
- Conseil départemental du Finistère
- Brest métropole
 
 Labelisation 
 
18/03/2011
 
 Overall budget 
 
1 871 K€
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